Something Fishy

The ‘Something Fishy’ Project was a concept originally conceived by the

staff of the Central Fisheries Board (CFB) in 2002, developed as

collaboration between the CFB and Blackrock Education Centres (BEC). The

creation of a schools education pack was the brief given to a team led

by Marian Rollins. This team created lesson plans and activity sheets

based on the theme of the ‘Life cycle of salmon’ -Bradán.

Following the development of the Something Fishy pack BEC worked with

the Institute of Art, Design and Technology, Dun Laoghaire (IADT) to

produce web based resources for the project. This led to the development

of the Something Fishy web site - http://www.somethingfishy.ie
The Something Fishy project was launched by Minister for Education and

Science, Mary Hanafin TD in 2004.Though educationally well received SF

was not taken up by as many schools as originally hoped for. In

discussions between the CFB and BEC it was decided promote the project

to schools through the national network of Education Centres. A re

launch of the project was planned to take place in September 2006 but

was deferred due to the launch of another similar project at that time.

In 2006 / 07 the project was further enhanced with three new elements

being added to the project.   

     * Firstly ‘School visits and Field trips,’ the Regional Fisheries

       Boards (RFB’s) arranged field trips with the schools taking part

       in the project allowing students to get a ‘hands on’ experience

       This required liaison between the local schools coordinators and

       the RFB’s. 

     * Secondly a competition. All schools taking part in SF were asked

       to submit a project dealing with any aspect covered in the work.

       Prizes were awarded at RFB level with the best projects from

       each RFB going through to a national final.

                                        Both of these developments were

       deemed a great success by Schools and RFB’s alike. 

     * Third named coordinators. One from the Fisheries Boards and one

       from the Education Centres. This developed control of the

       projects. Prior to these coordinators collaboration was on a

       lase fair basis. 

In 2008 / 09 the project was expanded to include all of the RFB’s. RFB’s

planned to work with at least 12 schools organised by an Education

Centre in their region. Inland Fisheries Ireland is the organisation

formed by an amalgamation of all of the boards. IFI now run SF.

Aim of Something Fishy.

‘Something Fishy’ is an educational tool designed for use by primary

schools which explores the different aspects of fish life including the

life cycle of the salmon, fish species, angling methods and the

conservation of our rivers and lakes. It also looks at the role carried

out by Inland Fisheries Ireland.

The target audience are

     * School teachers

     * People working in education

     * The parents

     * The pupils

From a student / educational perspective the objectives are

     * To be aware of the amount of water on the planet and that all

       life depends on water for existence. 

     * Familiarise with the idea that fish can live in both fresh water

       and salt water. 

     * Be introduced to the concept of food chains. 

     * To understand how salmon spawning occurs. 

     * To make them aware of the factors that effect egg and fry

       survival. 

     * Importance of habitat conservation. 

     * To become aware of the dangers to parr growth and survival. 

     * Foster an understanding of the importance of good river

       management. 

     * Demonstrate the interdependence of species. 

     * Enable pupils to continue with Bradán’s journey to the sea. 

     * Understand the differences between salt and freshwater. 

     * Increase their awareness of the dangers that smolts face. 

     * Enable students to fully understand the unique life cycle of

       salmon as they continue their journey in the sea, then return to

       the spawning bed of its own birth. 

     * Inform students about the nutritional value of fish. 

     * Encourage greater consumption of fish amongst young people. 

     * Inform students of the variety of fish in Irish waters and the

       different types of angling. 

     * Inform students about the protection and conservation work

       carried out to protect Irish fish and the importance of catch

       and release for future stocks. 

     * Encourage them to become anglers. 

Project content

All of the written project material is available in both English and

Irish. The school packs contain eight lesson plans and eight laminated

(easy to photocopy) activity sheets. At present four new lesson plans

are being developed and should be rolled out during the academic year.

The content is also available on the interactive web

sitehttp://www.somethingfishy.ie.

The web site contains 3 sections, one for teachers / parents, one for

students and a final one for resources. The teacher / parents contains,

lesson plans, teacher guidelines plus learning objectives. The students

section contains lesson plan materials, animations and interactive

activities. The Collaboration section contains a variety of resources

that may be used by people delivering or working with Something Fishy.

Something Fishy is based around eight lessons, these are;

    1. Water, water everywhere. 

    1. What is a fish? 

    1. Bradán tells her story. 

    1. Bradán’s journey continues. 

    1. Bradán’s journey to the estuary. 

    1. Bradán’s journey ends and begins all over again. 

    1. Food, nutritious and delicious. 

    1. Will their be enough for me 

Angling Clubs

When SF was first conceived it was hoped that it would be delivered by

both the RFB’s and interested angling clubs. The project gives the

opportunity for novice anglers to go fishing and it was envisaged that

these young anglers would then be absorbed by one of the local clubs.

The project has worked well from IFI’s point of view but has failed to

attract angling clubs to use the project to develop their juvenile

anglers.

By offering two workshops in October (8th & 29thOctober) it is hoped

that club coaches will take the opportunity to attend and see if SF can

be of use to them.

The morning session will be a run through of the ‘nitty gritty ‘elements

of SF and how it works and is run.

The afternoon an opportunity to try several practical sampling

techniques.

The day is open to any ACI coach and is at no cost.

Coffee and tea will be provided but participants will need to bring a

packed lunch.

Wet weather gear may be required (dependant on the day) and wellies /

waders a must.

Places will be given out on a first come first served basis, with a

maximum of 16 per course.

For more information or to book a place on the courses please contact

Mark Corps on                                                                                                                 

Tel        +353 (0)1 8842672

Mob      +353 (0) 87 6727194

Email   mark.corps@fisheriesireland.ie
Web     www.fisheriesireland.ie
